Differentiation of staphylococcal species and strains by ribosomal RNA gene restriction patterns.
Staphylococcal DNA was digested with endonucleases and probed with labelled ribosomal RNA (rRNA) from Escherichia coli. Reproducible restriction patterns containing between seven and 22 bands were obtained for seven different species of staphylococci. These profiles were species-specific with different strains of a particular species sharing an identical or similar restriction pattern. The results reported here indicate that rRNA gene restriction pattern analyses have an application in the taxonomy of staphylococci.